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PRESS RELEASE
TALK SHOW AND THE LAUNCHING EVENT

PARTNERSHIP FOR GENDER EQUALITY IN JOURNALISM
Hanoi December 7 2016 - Today, Center for Studies and Applied Sciences in Gender – Family – Women and Adolescents (CSAGA) in cooperation with the Embassy of New Zealand in Hanoi, UN Women Vietnam organized the Launching Event of the Competition to look for communication products “Partnership for Gender Equality” at the Hanoi University of Social Sciences and Humanities (USSH). This activity is to respond to the Global Campaign 16 Days of Activism to Eliminate Violence against Women and Girls, and the National Action Month on Gender Equality. Mr. Robbie Taylor, Deputy Head of Mission; Ms. Shoko Ishikawa, Country Representative of UN Women in Vietnam; Ms. Nguyen Van Anh, Director of CSAGA; and Mr. Pham Quang Minh, Rector of USSH attended and delivered remarks.

According to WHO, one third of the women worldwide have experienced either physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence or sexual violence by a non-partner at some point in their lives
. It is estimated that of all women who were the victims of homicide globally in 2012, almost half were killed by intimate partners or family members, compared to less than six per cent of men killed in the same year
. In Vietnam, according to a 2010 national study on domestic violence, nearly 58% of ever-married Vietnamese women suffered from at least one form of violence by their intimate partners in their lifetime
. Furthermore, 87% of women in two big cities, Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh, were once harassed sexually in the public, while 67% of the witness did not take any response (AAV, 2014). The root cause of violence against women is patriarchal attitudes and gender stereotypes that create unequal power relations between men and women which normalise and condone men’s controlling behaviours and violence. 

Besides, there are existing barriers that prevent women and girls from accessing full opportunities. About the inequality in labour, study and unpaid work, the latest report by the World Economic Forum – 2016 has brought about alarming numbers: in all over the world, on average, annual income of women is only half of men’s, USD 11,000 compared to USD 20,000; 44% of women in the world do not have a job while this number in men is only 18%; on average, every day women spend 4 hours and 47 minutes on housework while men only spend 1 hour and 30 minutes on unpaid work; and even though many boys and girls have the opportunity to attend school, only 36% of women worldwide hold senior positions in organizations. According to the Viet Nam Gender Asessment of 2011, 44% of men did not contribute to housework at all compared to just 21% of women (World Bank, Viet Nam Country Gender Assessment, World Bank, 2011)
In this context, states and organizations have paid greater attention to promote gender equality and prevent violence against women. One effective approach in preventing and ending violence against women, and challenging social norms is communication. In this process, news and communication agencies, social media and social forums have played a bigger role with tireless efforts and endurance.
To encourage journalists, reporters and people in community to write and produce communication products to transform negative social norms and gender stereotypes, the Launching Event “Partnership for Gender Equality” was announced for the competition inviting community and journalists. The competitions includes two components: the first component for journalists and reports with articles and products on official newspapers, magazines, TV and radio, which have been posted between May 31 2016 and December 31 2016. The second component for young people and community people with writings and posts on social media, which have been posted between November 15 2016 and December 31 2016. Time to received submitted products is three weeks, from December 7 2016 to December 31 2016. Five prizes will be awarded to journalists and 4 prizes will be given to people in community with most qualified products.

Mr. Pham Quang Minh, Rector of USSH gave a warm welcome in the Launching Event and highlighted: “Vietnamese women play a significant role in history. In any time, women have made tremendous contributions to the development and prosperity of the nation and society.” Mr. Minh affirmed the competition was the opportunity for USSH to make strong commitment to gender equality and the prevention of violence against women. USSH committed to be a partner in the competition, conveyed messages of the competition and called students to take part in and submit various products.

In the opening speech, Mr. Robbie Taylor, Deputy Head of Mission of the New Zealand Embassy read the famous poem by poet Ho Xuan Huong. “I wonder why whenever I read the peom, I always see the image of Vietnamese women who have suffered a lot, sacrificed a lot? While they deserve much more love and respect.
When I watch TV, I still see so many TV ads which state and show that cleaning, serving and housework are the work of women. Why does it say so? Housework is for everyone. If my wife cooks the meal, I do cleaning. While she prepares dinner, I do other housework.

I realize that media and communication play an important role in eliminating social norms and stereotypes in gender. Together with journalists, young people and students today can use social media, face book and blogs to prevent and end deep-rooted stereotypes in gender, to show their love and respect to their mother, their wife, their sisters and their friends around.”
Ms. Nguyen Van Anh, Director of CSAGA updated breaking news on the latest child sexual violence at a coffee farm in a place near border Vietnam – Cambodia. The story put an alarming on the situation of women and child sexual violence. Ms. Van Anh highlighted: “Over night, the video on child sexual abuse has created a “storm” on social media, shattered the whole public. Today, all related people of the case are reported and police in Ho Chi Minh City is in the process to arrest the perpetrator. This has showed the strength of social media and communication in discovering and reporting abusers, and protecting victims.”

Ms. Shoko, country representative of UN Women Vietnam made a speech: “Show us what comes to your mind when you reflect women’s rights and empowerment and on the relationship between women and men. Challenge traditional portrays of women and men in media. Think about the perception of audience, including women survivors of violence and discrimination and how your stories empower them; Think about how your stories pose questions to wider audience about existing social norms and gender stereotypes.”
Please see more at website www.csaga.org.vn or https://www.facebook.com/nzembassyvietnam.
For more info of the competition, please contact:
	Ms. Thu Loan 

CSAGA

Laura.Nguyen@csaga.org.vn
Tel: (04) 3754-0421 (Ext: 16)


	Ms Nguyen Ngoc Tram 

The Embassy New Zealand in Vietnam
tram.nguyen@mft.net.nz
Tel: (04) 3824-1481 (Ext: 221)
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